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The Source-Pathway-Receptor framework
 Introduction
The basic components of probability and consequence can be usefully disaggregated further into their constituent components, based on the Source-Pathway-Receptor framework (Figure 1, Sayers et al, 2002).
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Figure 1 – The basic Source-Pathway-Receptor framing (Sayers et al, 2002)Redrawn from Sayers et al, 2002

In exploring flood probability, this reflects both the probability of the initiating event (the source of the flood such as rainfall or a marine storm) and the probability that flood waters will reach a particular location in the floodplain, taking account of the performance of the intervening system of wetlands, channels, dams, levees, gates, floodwalls and other structures (the pathway of the flood water). 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The consequences should flooding occur reflects both the vulnerability of the receptors and the chance that a given receptor will be exposed to the flood when it occurs.
The SPR framework also provides a structured means of considering the necessary aspects of the system to include in the system risk analysis, and how future changes in different aspects may change this system (Figure 2 – Sayers et al, 2013).
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Figure 2 Drivers and responses include different aspects of the SPR framework (Sayers et al, 2013)
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