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Context

Across Europe, manufacturing and construction
workers undertake physically strenuous
activities which increase their risk of health
problems, disability and sick leave. This leads to
lower job attractiveness and job candidate
scarcity, resulting in unfilled job openings that
slow growth and competitiveness. This is
particularly true for many North Sea Region
SMEs, who are unaware of available solutions
via exoskeleton adoption as solution developers
tend to target large corporates.

As many as 44 million
workers in the European
Union (EU) are affected
by workplace-related
musculoskeletal
disorders (MSDs), at a
total annual cost in
excess of €240
billion to the European
economy.

Exoskeletons have
the capacity to
decrease the number
of musculoskeletal
injuries and increase
quality of life at work,
thereby reducing
costs for a company
in the long run.

Approach

EXSKALLERATE's main goal is to accelerate the
adoption of exoskeletons into construction and
industrial manufacturing SMEs, where heavy
physical work leads to severe health issues, and
thereby, strengthen SME competitiveness in the
North Sea Region.

Over the next 3 years (2020-2023) the project
will contribute to SME competitiveness and
occupational health by making the North Sea
Region a leading exoskeleton ecosystem.

The consortium of business support
organisations, clusters, and research institutes,
will do this through 3 main activities:

@ Identifying SME challenges to influence
the co-design of field labs where next-
generation exoskeletons integrate
improvements. Improved exoskeleton
benefits are validated in end-user pilots
sites.

@ Informative workshops for SMEs where
exoskeleton experts present and receive
feedback on tools to support SME
decision-making in exoskeleton
adoption, a key challenge limiting
adoption.

@ Transnational benchmarking to
accelerate industrial exoskeleton
standardisation (Needed for SME
decision-making).

Join our ecosystem

We're looking for SMEs* willing to explore the
benefits of exoskeletons, as well as exoskeleton
developers and suppliers to join our growing
ecosystem.

*Companies with <250 employees and an annual turnover of <€50 million, or
<250 employees and an annual balance of <€43 million.

For more information on how you can get
involved in EXSKALLERATE, get in touch
with the lead partner:
denise.fortuin@innovationquarter.nl
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