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PARTRIDGE project influencing future
agri-environment scheme in Scotland

By Fiona Torrance, Farmland Biodiversity Adviser,
Game & Wildlife Conservation Trust in Scotland and
Scottish PARTRIDGE project manager

PARTRIDGE mix af Balponia in 2022

The ELl Interreq PARTRIDGE
project storted In 2018 and
ona of s objectives was lo
usa the findings from research
and monitoring o mfluence
the dessgn of agr-emvinonment
schemes in each of the
partcipating countries This
has included beetle banks in
Belguen, the PARTRIDGE mix
n Garmany and tha wikikhe
piot in England. In Scotland
thiz objoective has bean
particularly challenging wntil
tha publication of tha Scoltish
Government 'sdraft Agricultural
Reform Programme aarber thes
year

The PARTRIDGE team in
Scotland has worked hard to
incrense the allowed duration
for an established wild |bind

only ba establshed for one
year before being moved
elsewhere, However, many of
the spacies n tha spacially
designed PARTRIDGE mix
only appaar in year two, and i
was therefore unable to deliver
all its potential banefits to

wildlife if sown as an annual
T,

But the Wid Bid Cover
médiurg n the draft
Agricultural Reform
Programmea = now lsted as
providing resources for
bepdiversity over two 1o three
years, depending on the mix
This means that mixes ke
Kings Intermeg Grey Partndge
mix would kast for a number of
years, ensuring that the habitat
is able to provide nesting,
brood-rearing and predation
cover for grey partridges and
many other farmiand specaes,
as wel as food dunng the
winter months.

This change has been
achieved by the Scoftish
PARTRIDGE team working
with MatumScot. As wel as
being on the &tearng
commities for the projact, we
also  invited NatureScol's
agricuftural team fo visit
Balgonia in Fife to descuss the
project and speak with the
farmnar. Goang forward, we will
continue o work with them on
the new PepsiCo Farming

Arable Biodiversity (FAB)
project and ook forward 1o
testing new tools they are
currently developing for the
reform programime:

As seen from the work al
Balgonie and other
PARTRIDGE demonstration
sies, thes habitat type delivers
many different benefits for
farmiland bicdiersity if left in
placa for the rghl amount of
time o it can provide banefils.
for farmiand birds, pollinators,
emall mammals and other
spocaes. We are axcied to Se0
how it can delrver for wildife,
as well as farmers across
Scotland.

Although the programme
i still in draft form, it is hoped
that the work already
undertaken, and oW
continuing ot Balgonie
defirstively demonsirates that
thizs habital type delivers for
bapdivergity,

More information about
the Interreg North Sea
PARTRIDGE project ai:
hitps:/fnorthsearegion.eul
partridge/

www.gwct.org.uk/auchnerran/




