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Blockchain 

….exploring new technology in the 

North Sea Region….



Blockchain 

Blockchain technology is heralded as the 

next chapter of the information and 

network society and is perceived to have 

an enormous impact on our economy, 

trade and the public sector.



Blockchain 

But what can you actually do with it? 



Blockchain 

Re-inventing government perhaps?

We will give you an example.



Blockchain 



Blockchain is the technology behind the Groningen 

Stadjerspas which is a voucher-system for lower 

income groups to participate fully in society.  

Advantages: less administrative handling and a 

trusted system for the end users.



Blockchain 

This is exactly 

what we want to 

work on together 

in the North Sea 

Region



Some explanation

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r43LhSUUGTQ



Want to know more? 

Don’t want to 

read? Look at 

one of the many  

YouTube videos.



Expression of Interest

� Important for the NSR not to miss the possibilities 

of this disruptive new technology

� Since it will have an impact on Europe & its citizens

� We want to create awareness, work together and 

share knowledge for our societal challenges

Combining our specific knowledge is key, many 

(sme’s & government) are currently experimenting 

with blockchain solutions. By working together we 

can achieve more!



Expression of Interest

working on transnational pilots  

� show local government has a significant benefit of 

this technology by realising blockchain based 

services

� learn how to tackle issues on transparancy and 

trust

� first step in standardising blockchain approaches 

for local goverment



Discussion 

Domains for blockchain deployment:

housing – subsidies – finances – service delivery 

processes – permits – taxes – voting – citizens 

participation – information

Pilots: 

do you have relevant pilot ideas?



Current partnership

� Province of Drenthe

� Groningen municipality

� Waag Society Amsterdam

� TNO The Netherlands

We are looking for partners in UK, Germany, Sweden, Norway, Denmark.

Partners characteristics:

- Expert level

- Able to execute pilots

- Experience in Interreg projects (preferable)



Thanks for your attention


