Origin labelling of island food products

By Laurids Siig Christensen, DSc & food producer

Member of the Board of the

Small Island Food Network (of Denmark)
Chairman of the Board of the

Taste of Denmark (Smagen af Danmark)
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Why bother? — Three C’s in global perspective

Concern: The feeding of a population >9 billion in 2050 with
substantially more sustainable methods than today

Cause: Conservatisme in general and in food production in particular

Counter measure: Acceleration of development in food production
- Island communities are living laboratories
- Consumer driven innovation
- Evidense based marketing
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Activities of Danish Food Networks/Taste of Denmark

EU InterReg NSR Project REFRAME: Re-innovating regional/local infrastrucures
of food production, marketing of produce and profiling of the community

EU InterReg NSR Project SalFarm: Developing climate change resilient
food production in coastal regions

EU InterReg BSR project NNN: Developing new principles of marketing and
logistics of food produce.
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Some characteristics of small islands of Denmark

 Denmark is a nation of islands. The 27 "small islands”
are defined as islands not linked by bridge or dam and
with a population <1200 inhabitants, each

* The size of the islands is <22 km?, each

* The land on islands was mainly used for agriculture by
small or medium sized farms

* For environmental reasons (excessive wash-out of
fertilizer etc.) intensive agriculture on small islands in
general will be less feasible in the future.

* There is an over-representation of innovative food
producers on small islands
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The purpose of developing @-specialiter® (Island
Specialities)

* To stimulate innovaton, taking advantage of location bound
conditions for development of a more sustainable food
production and quality diversification of food products

* Development of occupational opportunities and
maintenance of sustainable communities on small islands

* To stimulate concerted efforts to solve logistic challenges of
small island production

* To stimulate concerted efforts to exploite the production
opportunities of small islands and small island communities

* Concerted marketing and distribution of small island food
specialties

* Exploitation of high quality food specialties for branding
small island communities et vice versa
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Superior criteria for acquisition of right
to use @-specialiteter® for branding

 Acquisition of right to use @-specialiteter as a trade mark
relies on compliance with a set of formulated criteria and
is granted by the Small Island Food Network upon
unbiased assessment

* The producer and the products should serve as
ambassadors for the island of origin and island
communities in general

* The product(s) should reflect the unique conditions of the
island and/or island community, i.e. the location-bound
natural conditions and/or the adaptive traditions or
innovative efforts of the island community interreg
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Specific criteria for acquisition of right to use @-
specialiteter® for branding

Essential ingredient commodities should be produced on the
island and unique qualities in the product(s) should reflect the
origin of production (terroir) and/or

Production should give opportunity of occupation on the island
to individuals of the island community and/or

The unique qualities of the product and/or production process
should be attributable to adaptive tradition in the community
or innovation by individuals of the island community — the
intellectual property of the island community.

Compliance with two of the three criteria is required for

acquisition of right to use @-specialiteter® for branding
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Geographical indications and traditional

specialities

Three EU schemes lmown as PDO (protected desiFmation of onizin), PGI (protecied seopraphical indication) and
TS5G (iraditional speciality suaranteed) promote and protect names of guality agriculiural products and

foeoed sturffs.

The following EU schemes encourage diverse agricultural production, protect product names from
misuse and imitation and help consumers by giving them information concerning the specific
character of the products:

*  Protected Designation of Origin - PDO: covers agricultural products and foodstuffs which are produced,
processed and prepared in a given geographical area using recognised know-how.

¢ Protecied Geographical Indication - PGI: covers agricultural products and foodstuffs closely linked to the
geographical area. At least one of the stages of production, processing or preparation takes place in
the area.

¢ Traditional Speciality Guaranteed - TSG: highlights traditional character, either in the composition or
mieans of production
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Facultative geographical indicators and labelling — EU
regulation

* Products from mountain areas
* Local products

* |sland products
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What should we do if we want to proceed with the
development of a transnational terroir brand for island
products?

* Discuss if we think this is of any relevance

* Define common denominators of island communities in
different countries

* ldentify a critical mass of countries that has defined relevant
common denominators

* Approach the EU Commission
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