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Maritime Spatial Planning is a relatively new topic

- In Germany: 

- The Maritime Spatial Plans for the Exclusive 

Economic Zones (EEZ) are the only Spatial Plans 

adopted by the Federal Level 

- EEZ plans for North Sea and Balti Sea first 

adopted in 2009 



In Europe:  

EU-Directive on Maritime Spatial Planning 2014



What does the EU directive want us to do?

• All EU member states with a coastline shall establish Maritime 

Spatial Plans until 2021

• They shall co-operate and make the plans coherent

• While doing so, they shall observe economic, social and 

environmental concerns (ecosystem-based approach)

• They shall ensure a balance between different uses  

• They shall ensure public participation 



One North Sea – different plans    



Interreg as a tool for co-operation in wider 

regions



The Interreg North Sea Region Project North SEE

Create conditions for achieving greater 

coherence in:

• Maritime Spatial Planning AND

• Maritime Spatial Plans across the NSR

Thereby help to

• Create better conditions for development 

of maritime sectors

• Ensure that marine resources are used 

sustainably



The North SEE project 

• Share experiences/perspectives from

• Other colleagues of other NSR countries

• Sector stakeholders

• Research

• Other projects

• Compare/analyse/understand

- Where can you find inspiration for your own MSP work ?

- What should you take into account in your own MSP work ?

- What has to be aligned on transnational basis ?

- What can be left as it is ?



Project activities: 

• Step 1: analyse status quo

• Step 2: analyse trends

• Step 3: develop solutions

Result: Improved coordination

The 3 step approach will lead to:

– Recommendations for MSP planning processes

– Suggestions for creating synergies and preventing  

incompatibilities among national MSP plans 



Partners 

• Bundesamt für Seeschifffahrt und Hydrographie (DE)

• Ministerie van Infrastructuur en Waterstaat (NL)

• Ministry of Transport (BE)

• Scottish Government (UK)

• Ministry of Climate and Environment (NO)

• Swedish Agency for Marine and Water Management 

• .... Research Institutions and Regional Level 



MSP Challenge

• Innovative 

simulation tool

• Scenario building 

(future trends 

and solutions)

• Stakeholder 

involvement

• Capacity building 

for MSP among 

sectors



Website www.northsee.eu


